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Your DIY weekend starts  here

Cover 
Deep recesses feature between vertical boards 
in Batten 75. Dulux Serpent forms a neutral 
backdrop, combined with cool timber accents.

Transform your interior space in a weekend using  
Surround by Laminex — a modern range of decorative 
interior surface panels made in Australia.

In this step-by-step planner, you’ll be guided how  
to select, order, install, and style these panels to 
transform a home entrance, hallway, living room,  
dining area, or bedroom wall.

Discover how to apply panels across an entire room,  
half wall, hallway runner, banquette seat, or even  
create a standalone bedhead.

Panels arrive in durable, pre-primed MDF sheets that 
seamlessly connect via a tongue and groove system,  
so there’s no tricky installation of individual boards. 
Simply paint in a colour of your choice to finish.

It’s never been easier to install your own interior  
wall panelling. Let’s get started!
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01 —
 Inspiration

Get inspired
There’s a Surround by Laminex profile to suit every 
style of home. Start the design process by gathering 
inspiration online from your favourite designers, 
publications, and social media platforms.

Research

Spend time researching spaces that 
speak to your style and personality. 

Explore, be open, and gather things 
that really excite you. Take note 
what types of rooms, patterns, and 
colours you’re repeatedly drawn to.

Defining your style

The colours, furniture, materials, size, layout,  
and architectural style of your home will inform the 
best Surround by Laminex profile for your space.  
Are you looking for a classic heritage look,  
or a modern space with bolder accents?

Opposite 
Demi Round 20 with a split wall paint 
treatment, in Dulux Pink Pieris and Whisper 
White, create a bedroom full of character.

Insider tip:
All underlined words in this 
guide are linked to more 
information and inspiration – 
simply click to find out more!

Here are some useful places 
to start researching inspiring 
interiors:

Laminex inspiration toolkit

The Design Files

Pinterest

The Block

https://www.laminex.com.au/get-inspired
https://thedesignfiles.net/
https://www.pinterest.com.au/
https://9now.nine.com.au/the-block/rooms
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01 —
 Inspiration

Create a mood board

Arrange your inspiration as a physical or digital mood 
board to visualise the elements of your completed space. 
Include images and samples of your preferred Surround 
by Laminex profiles, as well as paint swatches, flooring, 
textiles, and furniture references to bring the look together.

Choose a colour palette

Surround by Laminex panels arrive pre-primed ready to be 
painted in any colour.

To arrive at your favourite shade, think about how you want 
the space to feel and function, as well as the existing materials 
in the room. Colour psychology tells us soft pastels offer a 
soothing effect; earth-based colours make us feel safe and 
cocooned; and vibrant shades of yellow, red and blue can  
help stimulate the mind.

Insider tip:
The world of colour is endless  
and there’s no doubt it can be  
an overwhelming decision!  
To make things easier, start by 
asking yourself some simple 
questions to narrow your focus: 

Are you drawn to contrasting  
or harmonious palettes?

A light or dark tone? 

Bold and bright, or soft neutrals? 

Find more colour and  
design inspiration here:

Dulux

Don’t be afraid to take 
risks! Panels can be 
painted multiple times, 
providing the flexibility 
to update over time.

Above 
The beautifully graphic Batten 25 is  
striking painted in Dulux Royal Consort.

A mood board can be a physical pinboard featuring printed images, or made online on a platform like Canva.

https://www.dulux.com.au/
https://www.canva.com/design/play?locale=en-GB&layoutQuery=moodboard&analyticsCorrelationId=9bccc1e0-2692-4664-a4a7-3c5749346d12
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Above 
Bedroom detail bedhead in  
Scallop 22.5 painted in Dulux  
Natural White with Dulux Silkwort  
on the wall about the marble shelf.

Below  
Café banquette combines our  
Scallops in 45 and 22.5 Dulux Ecru  
for modern detailing.

01 —
 G

athering Inspiration
DECIDE HOW to USE your panels
Surround by Laminex panels can be applied in 
multiple ways, with the option to add accessories 
like a dado rail and hooks to finish.

Full wall

The most common use, our Surround by 
Laminex panels are applicable across 
entire walls. Create a standalone feature 
wall, or install across an entire room.

Half / split wall

Install panels across a half, quarter wall or cupboard to 
create a hallway runner or stylish interior accent. Style the 
remainder of the wall with a contrasting surface (like painted 
plasterboard for a neutral look, or timber for added texture),  
or a complementary Surround by Laminex profile separated 
by a dado rail for a polished finish.

Bedhead

12mm width panels can 
alternatively be applied as 
a bedhead or decorative 
ledge. To achieve this look, 
cut and install the product 
to your desired height, 
and use the upper edge to 
display artwork, ceramics 
and other treasured items.

Banquette seat

Smaller surfaces such as banquette 
seats are perfect for showcasing 
bold panel styles. Simply cut and 
install the product across the seat 
face for depth and texture.

Watch how The Design Files 
used Surround by Laminex 
to transform four homes 
in their One Room WonderS 
Video series.

Above  
Living room featuring our Batten 100 
painted in Dulux New Penny.

Right 
Beautiful split dining room wall of 
Surround by Laminex Scallops in 45  
and 22.5 Dulux White Duck Quarter.

https://thedesignfiles.net/feature/one-room-wonders/
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02 —
 Panel Selection

Panels arrive in sheets that seamlessly connect via a simple tongue and groove system

Surround by Laminex panels are available in a range of profiles 
across two ranges: classic and contemporary. Classic styles 
are designed with heritage schemes in mind, while the 
contemporary range offers scallops, dimensional stripes,  
bold battens, and curves for creating statement surfaces.

Experiment with bolder panels (Scallops; Batten 25)  
in working spaces like kitchens and dining areas,  
or inspire relaxation in bedrooms and living areas with 
curving and classic (Classic VJ; Demi Round) profiles.

The ability to paint panels any colour you choose 
offers the versatility to suit all interior schemes,  
and the flexibility to update over time.

Insider tip:
Subtle profiles in the classic 
range apply beautifully across 
entire walls. 

Contemporary styles 
showcasing narrow, more 
dimensional boards are  
ideal for creating statement 
surfaces or feature walls.

ChooSE YOUR PROFILE
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D
em

i Round profiles

Batten profiles

A timeless style featuring vertical boards separated 
by straight-edged grooves. The wider profiles are a 
modern take on classic timber panelling, while the 
narrow versions create a bold contemporary look.

Soft waving forms offer a 
calming and luxurious effect. 
Select a gentle wider profile 
or, to create more of a textural 
finish, choose a narrower profile.

battens are available  
in various widths

The boldness 
of Batten 25 is 
highlighted by  
Dulux Blue Rhapsody 
in this moody and 
dramatic space.

Above  
Demi Round 20 is applied to a split feature 
wall painted Dulux Mount Buller (upper) and 
Dulux Snowy Mountains (lower). A dado rail 
separates the elegant two-tone surface.
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C
lassic profiles 

Scallop profiles

A modern scalloped design characterised 
by undulating curves and contours forms a 
sophisticated and tactile surface. Available 
in a variety of widths.

Classic VJ

Vertical panelling separated  
by traditional angled joints. 
These are the classic panels 
you know and love.

Heritage

An update on traditional timber 
panelling featuring wider boards 
defined by understated, curving 
joints. Heritage panels are 
designed for period houses and 
contemporary settings alike  
as a nod to tradition.

download the 
brochure the 
Inspiration Gallery 
for more detail on 
profiles, technical 
drawings, sheet sizes 
and more

Scallop 45 installed 
across a dining 
room wall in Dulux 
Heavenly.

A three-quarter wall application of Classic 
VJ 100 is applied to a classic hallway entry 
finished with wide skirting, a small shelf,  
and Dulux Snowy Mountains paint.

Choose your width  
for different effect

https://www.laminex.com.au/for-your-home/brand/surroundbylaminex?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7IyqsbDb9gIVZZhmAh0o-QpgEAAYASAAEgJHzvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
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03 —
 Planning  

Planning  makes perfect
Carefully planning the design, order, and install 
of your Surround by Laminex panels is key to 
the DIY process. Create a schedule for a clear 
understanding of how long the project will take 
and what it will cost.

Key milestones To do Done

Four weeks in advance — Measure your wall/s

— Determine the number and size of panels required

— Order from your chosen stockist

Three weeks in advance Purchase or hire equipment required for installation:

— Tools

— Paint 

— Accessories to finish

Two days in advance Acclimatise panels for a minimum 48 hours  
in the room they’ll be installed

Install day Cut, install, and paint your panels.

Insider tip:
Surround by Laminex panels 
must be stored for a minimum  
48 hours in the same 
environmental conditions as 
their eventual place of use. 

Factor in this time to ensure 
panels don’t bow or shrink  
post-installation.

Budget planning is just as 

important as the logistics. 

Calculate if you need 
to buy or  hire tools for 
installation, in addition 
to the cost of paint and 
accessories. 

Opposite 
Batten 100 installed across a wall and ledge characterises
a coastal bedroom scheme in Dulux Harmonious.
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Openings and cut-outs

Account for existing or planned windows, doors and 
openings, power outlets, switches, controls, and vents 
when measuring your space. Any access cut-outs must 
not occur less than 150mm from the edge of the panel.

Dado rails

The addition of a dado rail is 
recommended to finish the join 
between contrasting surfaces.

Measure your surface

Carefully measure the height and 
length of your wall or surface to 
calculate how many Surround 
panels are required.

What you’ll need

Here’s a checklist of basics you’ll need to complete the job.

Insider tip:
Remember to allow for 10mm 
expansion gaps at the top and 
bottom of the panels when  
you cut them to size.

This is because MDF 
responds to the humidity 
and temperature of the 
surrounding environment, 
affecting the moisture content 
of the product, resulting in 
panel dimension change.

See the full range of 
panel  sizes and widths 
available HERE

03 —
 Planning

Insider tip:
Thoroughly read the Surround 
by Laminex Fabrication & 
Installation Manual at the start 
of your project to make sure you 
prepare and apply the panels 
correctly.

Get PREPARED

Safety glasses

Face mask

Ear protection

Safety gloves

Tape measure

Pencil

Spirit level

10mm spacers

Stud finder

Circular saw

Jigsaw

Drill, nail gun or hammer

Screws or nails

Construction adhesive

Putty & putty knife

Sanding sponge

Paint brushes

Masking tape

Wall type

Determine what surface you’ll be applying panels 
to: timber stud walls; steel framed walls; brick; block; 
masonry; or plaster for the correct installation method.

https://www.laminex.com.au/for-your-home/brand/surroundbylaminex#range
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Where & how to buy  
Surround by laminex
Surround by Laminex panels are a ready-made product 
available to be purchased online or in store.

Where to get them

Surround by Laminex panels are available to 
purchase online from leading retailers such 
as Bunnings, Mitre 10, Bowens and Dahlsens. 
If you prefer to buy in store, you can also visit 
the special orders desk or service counters 
and speak to a staff member who can place 
an order for you. Find your nearest store by 
clicking on the links 

It is a good idea to call up / check with 
your local hardware store to find out if your 
chosen profile and sheet size is stocked on 
shelf or needs to be ordered in.

Take me to:

> Bunnings Warehouse 

> Mitre 10 

> Bowens 

> Dahlsens

Insider tip:
Special orders

Check product lead times in 
advance to ensure everything 
can arrive before install day. 
Special orders may require 
additional time.

03 —
 Planning

This calming bedroom features  
Demi Round 20 in a neutral Dulux Ecru. 

https://www.bunnings.com.au/brands/s/surround-by-laminex
https://www.mitre10.com.au/brand/laminex
https://www.bowens.com.au/search/?hierarchicalMenu[categories.level1][0]=Interior%20Lining&refinementList[attributes.brand][0]=Laminex
https://www.dahlsens.com.au/
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04 —
 Installation

Time to install
It’s the day you’ve been waiting for – getting those 
panels up! Follow the detailed instructions for your 
panels and interior surface and watch the space 
transform before your eyes.
The following instructions are for affixing panels to plaster only. For other 
surfaces, consult the Surround by Laminex Fabrication & Installation Manual.

Installation

To begin installation, start from the 
corner and work across the wall.

Apply a generous amount of 
construction adhesive in the 
location of each stud and noggin.

Then position the panel on the wall.

Use spacers to ensure there is a 
10mm expansion gap at the top  
and bottom of the panel.

Using a spirit level, ensure the  
sheet is accurately positioned.

When fixing the panel to the frame, space the 
nails/or screws approximately 200 to 300mm 
apart; 50mm from the side where possible, but 
not less than 10mm, and no less than 10mm  
from the top and bottom of the panel.

Panels can be nailed by hand or nail gun or 
screwed into place.

A centre out pattern is recommended. If this is 
not achievable, fix along one side of the panel 
and work across.

Scallop 22.5 adds drama to a study nook 
styled with Dulux Ghosting Half and 
joinery in Laminex Shou Sugi.
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04 —
 Installation

Finishing

Use putty to fill in any 
nail or screw holes, allow 
adequate drying time 
before you sand and paint.

The panels join using a tongue and groove system. 
Do not forcefully hit the sheets together.

Lastly, install skirting 
boards, cornices and 
dado rails as necessary.

Repeat the previous steps to 
complete the installation of  
the next panel.

To finish the installation, cut the final 
panel using your measurements and 
fix into position. Once the panels are 
fixed to the wall, remove the spacers.

Insider tip :
For detailed information on installation, 
safety and product warranty, refer to our 
document library where you will find:

Installation and Fabrication Manual

Design and Specification Guide

Technical Data Sheet

Safety Data Sheet

Product Warranty

Your wall is now 
ready to PAINT!

Whether you are applying to  
 
timber or steel framed walls, 

brick walls or blOCk walls,  

plaster walls or 
Partial walls  
find the rig ht  
installation instructions  

for your project here.

• 
• 
• 
•

https://www.laminex.com.au/brand/surroundbylaminex/document-library
https://www.laminex.com.au/brand/surroundbylaminex/how-to
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05 —
 Styling

Texture

Surround by Laminex panels range 
from subtle to statement finishes 
that offer instant texture and tactility. 
Balance contrasting neutral, tactile, 
and natural materials to ensure a 
harmonious overall scheme.

FINISHING tOUCHES
Style your painted Surround by Laminex panels with a 
balance of key interior design elements: space; lines; 
form and shape; pattern; light; and texture.

Your DIY weekend is now complete!

Demi Round 40 features in this 
hardwearing family living room,  
painted in Dulux  Natural Flora.

Scallop 45 creates a calming 
reading nook painted in Dulux 
Tranquil Retreat.
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05 —
 Styling

Lighting

Introduce multiple warm-toned lamps and 
pendants to softly illuminate living and 
sleeping areas. Kitchens and studies may 
benefit from overhead task lighting.

Accessories

Accessorise your Surround by Laminex panels with hooks and  
wall dots to offer storage space in mud rooms and home entrances.

Proportion

Designate a maximum 60 percent floor 
space to style a complete looking yet 
uncrowded room. Two thirds of furniture 
should be hero pieces, with one third for 
alternate seating and storage.

Layering

Layering rooms in a range of 
shapes, patterns, art, and soft 
furnishings creates a lived-in feel. 
Integrate treasured sentimental 
items with hero furniture pieces for 
a personalised and practical space.

Insider tip :
Shop for fittings, homewares, 
and accessories in these 
designer stores.

Designstuff

The Hub General Store

Norsu Interiors

Makers’ Mrkt

Greenhouse Interiors

Jumbled

Adairs

Gingerfinch

Provider Store

The Society Inc

Batten 100

Demi Round 40

Demi Round 40

Batten 25

Batten 100

https://www.designstuff.com.au/
https://thehubgeneralstore.com.au/
https://norsu.com.au/
https://makersmrkt.com/
https://greenhouseinteriors.com.au/
https://www.jumbledonline.com/
https://www.adairs.com.au/
https://gingerfinch.com.au/
https://www.providerstore.com.au/
https://thesocietyinc.com.au/
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Technical and warranty Information

All technical information including Availability Guides, SDS, 
Technical Data Sheets, Fabrication & Installation Guide and 
Warranties are located at surroundbylaminex.com.au

Surround by Laminex products have a 12 month warranty.

The designs of the Surround By Laminex range are protected 
by Australian Design Registrations.

Visit Us 
For location of your closest showroom or  
more information visit surroundbylaminex.com.au

Call Us 
For any enquiries 132 136

Follow Us
 facebook.com/surround.bylaminex

 pinterest.com.au/surroundbylaminex

 instagram.com/surround.bylaminex

 youtube.com/c/surroundbylaminex

https://www.laminex.com.au/for-your-home/brand/surroundbylaminex
https://www.facebook.com/surround.bylaminex
https://www.pinterest.com.au/surroundbylaminex/_created/
https://www.instagram.com/surround.bylaminex/
https://www.youtube.com/c/surroundbylaminex

